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The Semple Family 1220 - 1727

q-” he great feudal
t_Ja’mify of Semjofe
and their rise to power was
through the patronage o
the ’}guse ojf Swwarg 71{61’1’
association with the
Stewarts began before they

rose

to
the rank of royaﬁy. The ’]—[i’gﬁ Steward
had been given significant land
ﬁofcfings in Cl{enfgewsﬁim Robert de
Sem}oiﬁ was a vassal of Elziotstoun in
Renfrewshire in 1220. His son, also called Robert became
Steward of the Barony of Renfrew in 1283. The Barony was held
By James 5t Cl-[igﬂ Steward of Scotland (1283-1309).

The Sem}ofes were great supporters of ‘Bruce.
‘Bruce’s cfaugﬂter ‘Marjorie married (in 1314) Elliston Castle




Walter, the son of James 5% Cl-[igﬁ Steward. Walter became 6t
Cl-ﬁ’(qﬁ Steward of Scotland in 1309. When her brother, King
David 711, died in 1371 with no issue fMaq’orie and Walters son
became CKing Robert 11, the ﬁrst Stewart CKing and the start of
the cfynasty,

The Sempﬁes close association with the ‘J—[igﬁ Stewards, their
support of Bruce and ufu’maw(y the coming wgetﬁer of the oﬁ:ice
0 ’J—[igﬁ Steward and CKing under Robert 19 ensured their status
and inﬂuence.

However Ey 1639 the sth Lord Semy[e re[incluisﬁes the sheriffdom
of CRenﬁew, baillie of the CRegai[ﬁy qf CPaisfey and Stewar sﬁijo of
the baron qf Ellistoun. The association with Lochwinnoch ends
com}a&are Y when ?(ugﬁ 11t Lord Se?[e sells Castle Sem}ofe
estate in 1727 to William McDowall.

In the intervening years the Semjo[es led a cofomﬁf ﬁﬁ Eeing
involved in various murders, supporting Mary Queen of Scots
then ﬁgﬁu’ng against her at the
Battle of Langsic[e where she was
c{éﬁzat‘ecf and more recentfy the |8
19" Lord Semple was shown to
have Joassecf wartime secrets to
the Qmpem’a[ Japanese miﬁ’mry.
This is in sﬁcnjo contrast to
Hugh the 11% Lord Semple who
[ec[gm exemjo[ary mi[imry
career commancfing the Black
Watch and reacﬁing the rank of
Brigadier General.

Tomb of Lord John Semjo[e
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